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§ 163A-878.  Change of address within the county. 

(a) Registrant's Duty to Report. – No registered voter shall be required to re-register 

upon moving from one precinct to another within the same county. Instead, a registrant shall 

notify the county board of the change of address by the close of registration for an election as 

set out in G.S. 163A-865(d). In addition to any other method allowed by G.S. 163A-865, the 

form may be submitted by electronic facsimile, under the same deadlines as if it had been 

submitted in person. The registrant shall make the notification by means of a voter registration 

form as described in G.S. 163A-862, or by another written notice, signed by the registrant, that 

includes the registrant's full name, former residence address, new residence address, and the 

registrant's attestation that the registrant moved at least 30 days before the next primary or 

election from the old to the new address. 

(b) Verification of New Address by Mail. – When a county board of elections receives 

a notice that a registrant in that county has changed residence within the same county, the 

county board shall send a notice, by nonforwardable mail, to the registrant at the new address. 

The notice shall inform the registrant of any new precinct and voting place that will result from 

the change of address, and it shall state whether the registrant shall vote at the new voting place 

during the upcoming election or at a later election. If the Postal Service returns the county 

board's notice to the registrant as undeliverable, the county board shall either: 

(1) Send a second notice by nonforwardable mail to the new address and, if it is 

returned as undeliverable, send to the registrant's old address a confirmation 

notice as described in G.S. 163A-877(d)(2); or 

(2) Send to the registrant's old address a confirmation notice as described in 

G.S. 163A-877(d)(2) without first sending a second nonforwardable notice 

to the new address. 

In either case, if the registrant does not respond to the confirmation notice as described in 

G.S. 163A-877(d)(2), then the county board shall proceed with the removal of the registrant 

from the list of voters in accordance with G.S. 163A-877(d). 

(c) Board's Duty to Make Change. – If the county board confirms the registrant's new 

address in accordance with subsection (b) of this section, the county board shall as soon as 

practical change the record to reflect the new address. 

(d) Unreported Move Within the Same Precinct. – A registrant who has moved from 

one address to another within the same precinct shall, notwithstanding failure to notify the 

county board of the change of address before an election, be permitted to vote at the voting 

place of that precinct upon oral or written affirmation by the registrant of the change of address 

before a precinct official at that voting place. 

(e) Unreported Move to Another Precinct Within the County. – If a registrant has 

moved from an address in one precinct to an address in another precinct within the same county 

more than 30 days before an election and has failed to notify the county board of the change of 

address before the close of registration for that election, the county board shall permit that 

person to vote in that election. The county board shall permit the registrant described in this 

subsection to vote at the registrant's new precinct, upon the registrant's written affirmation of 

the new address, or, if the registrant prefers, at a central location in the county to be chosen by 

the county board. If the registrant appears at the old precinct, the precinct officials there shall 

(i) send the registrant to the new precinct or, (ii) if the registrant prefers, to the central location, 

according to rules which shall be prescribed by the State Board, or (iii) permit the voter to vote 

a provisional ballot and shall count the individual's provisional official ballot for all ballot items 

on which it determines that the individual was eligible under State or federal law to vote. At the 

new precinct, the registrant shall be processed by a precinct transfer assistant, according to 

rules which shall be prescribed by the State Board. 
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(f) When Registrant Disputes Registration Records. – If the registration records 

indicate that the registrant has moved outside the precinct, but the registrant denies having 

moved from the address within the precinct previously shown on the records, the registrant 

shall be permitted to vote at the voting place for the precinct where the registrant claims to 

reside, if the registrant gives oral or written affirmation before a precinct official at that voting 

place. 

(g) Precinct Transfer Assistants. – The county board of elections shall either designate a 

board employee or appoint other persons to serve as precinct transfer assistants to receive the 

election-day transfers of the voters described in subsection (e) of this section. In addition, board 

members and employees may perform the duties of precinct transfer assistants. The State Board 

shall promulgate uniform rules to carry out the provisions of this section, and shall define in 

those rules the duties of the precinct transfer assistant.  (1979, c. 135, s. 2; 1983, c. 392, s. 2; 

1984, Ex. Sess., c. 3, ss. 1, 2; 1987, c. 549, s. 1; 1989, c. 427; 1991, c. 12, s. 1; 1991 (Reg. 

Sess., 1992), c. 1032, s. 3; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 762, s. 2; 2001-314, s. 1; 2005-2, s. 3; 

2006-262, s. 2; 2014-111, s. 12(a); 2017-6, s. 3.) 


